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City of Taylor Names New Fire Chief
(Taylor, TX) – The Taylor City Council approved the hiring of Laurence Patton Ekiss as the new Fire Chief of the Taylor Fire Department.  A 26-year veteran of fire safety experience and management, Ekiss will manage a staff of 25 with a budget of approximately $1.7 million.
“Out of 26 qualified applicants, we are very fortunate to hire a Fire Chief with the high caliber qualifications of Pat Ekiss,” said City Manager Jim Dunaway.  “He brings a high standard of programs and professionalism to our department.”
Ekiss has served since 2002 as Fire Chief of Forest Hill, Texas, a suburb of the Dallas area.  He served as city Emergency Management Coordinator and COG liaison and developed the Emergency Management Plan for the city.  He also served as Acting Building Official for the past two years.

During his tenure, he received the Patriot Award from the United States Armed Services in 2008.  He was recognized in the Congressional Record of the United States Congress by State Representative Michael C. Burgess in 2007 for work related to furthering cooperative efforts with other jurisdictions in the event of widespread disaster and for prudent use of State Homeland Security grant funds toward achieving this goal in the North Texas region.

Ekiss holds licenses and certifications from the Texas Commission on Fire Protection at many levels and is a certified EMT-Paramedic.  He has attended Eastfield Junior College in Mesquite, Texas.  He obtained an A. A. S. Degree in Fire Science and will receive an A. A. S. in Fire Administration in May 2010 from Weatherford College and is enrolling in Tarleton State University to complete his bachelor’s degree in Business Administration.
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